

DBQ Worksheets		Topic 1 Human needs: past and present

	Symbolic meanings behind mummies
	
	Difficulty

	
	
	
	2



Name︰_______________ （   ）							Class︰__________

	Historical skill
	Inducing and inferring

	Related Textbook Content
	1A pp. 45, 53, 57



Study the sources below and answer the following questions.

Source A	About mummies in ancient Egypt
	The ancient Egyptians believed that lives continue after death and thought that the dead needed a body for resurrection. To avoid the body from degeneration, they created a way to preserve the body, which was to make mummies. 

Mummies also reflected the social structure in the ancient Egpytian society. In society of ancient Egpyt, the noble class enjoyed a higher social status. They had the ability to afford higher expenses and hired priests to carry out the ritual of mummy-making, to ensure their status and power were maintained in their afterlives. Hence, mummies became the symbol of power and weath in ancient Egyptian society. 



1.	What features in ancient belief of ancient Egyptians were reflected in Source A? Understand source
________________________________________________________________________

2.	Which class, nobles or priests, had a higher social status? Cite clues from Source A to support your answer. Analyse source
[ Nobles / Priests ] had a higher social status. According to Source A, [ nobles / priests ] had _______________ and could afford the heavy expense to hire [ nobles / priests ] to make _______________ for them after they died.


3.	According to Source A, analyse the reason for ancient Egyptians to make mummies. 
Analyse source
Ancient Egpytians believed that people needed _______________ to resurrect after death. Therefore, they made mummies to _______________ bodies of the dead to avoid their body from degeneration. Also, some  _______________ arranged the ritual of mummy-making to maintain their _______________ after they _______________.


Answers

1.	Ancient Egyptians believed that humans resurrect after death. 

2.	[ Nobles / Priests ] had a higher social status. According to Source A, [ nobles / priests ] had ______wealth_____ and could afford the heavy expense to hire [ nobles / priests ] to make ______mummies_____ for them after they died.

3.	Ancient Egpytians believed that people needed _______a body_______ to resurrect after death. Therefore, they made mummies to ________preserve_______ bodies of the dead to avoid their body from degeneration. Also, some ______nobles_________ arranged the ritual of mummy-making to maintain their _______status and power________ after they _______resurrect________.
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